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Abstract:

Civil society today faces serious threats all over the
world. Civil society activists continue to confront traditional
forms of repression, such as imprisonment, harassment,
disappearances and executions. However, many governments
have become more subtle in their efforts to limit the freedom of
action of civil society organizations (CSOs), especially groups
active in the field of democracy and human rights. In many
countries today—primarily but not exclusively in authoritarian
or hybrid regimes—those methods of repression are being
reinforced or replaced by more sophisticated measures,
including legal or quasi-legal obstacles to association such as
obstacles to operational activities and obstacles to Stand for
advocacy, public participation in politics, obstacles to
communication and cooperation with others, obstacles to

assembly, and those to resources.

Over the past years, significant steps have been taken to
counter the worrying trend of increasingly restrictive
environments around the world and to advocate for more
enabling environments. A group of concerned governments,

under the auspices of the Community of Democracies, has
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established a Working Group on Civil Society Empowerment
and Protection to monitor and respond to developments in civil
society legislation around the world. Also, 14 governments
pledged to collectively provide financial support to the '"Lifeline
Fund for Non-Governmental Assistance' in order to support
civil society activists facing severe measures. In September
2010, the United Nations Human Rights Council “UNHRC”
issued a landmark resolution on “the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association (association)” and decided
to appoint a Special Rapporteur in charge of this issue for the
first time. The Organization of American States (OAS) also
passed a resolution in June 2011 on '"Promoting the Right to

Freedom of Assembly and Association in the Americas."

Keywords: human rights, strengthening democracy, forming
associations, developing political parties and

funders.
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