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North Sea Continental Shelf (Federal Republic of Germany/Netherlands), Judgment Of 20
February 1969, p. 38, para. 63: "general or customary law rules and obligations which, by
their very nature, must have equal force for all members of the intemational community, and
cannot therefore be the subject of any right of unilateral exclusion exercisable at will by any

one of them in its own favour.
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"And whereas the government of Her Britannic Majesty cannot justify itself for a failure in due

diligence on the plea of insufficiency of the legal means of action which it possessed ".
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